
Applying to 2 or 4 
Year Colleges
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I will understand 
what requirements 
must be met to go 
to college, and how 
to apply to 2 or 4 
year colleges.    



What we’re going to talk 
about
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• Application timeline

• Types of applications
○ Common App 

○ Community/Tech Schools App

○ Institution-specific applications

• Guaranteed Admission Program in 
WA

• What do colleges look for

• How to get started
○ Search for schools
○ Campus visits



To Graduate
• Washington State History 
• Exercise & Health
• Community Project
• High School and Beyond Plan
• Senior Exhibition
• Graduation Pathway 
• Complete 24.5 credits
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https://www.sbe.wa.gov/our-work/graduation-pathway-options


Choosing the Right Path
• 2 Year College
• 4 Year University
• Exchange Year
• Technical College
• Apprenticeship Program
• Military
• Employment 

Explore interests, 
careers, and colleges 
through YouScience
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Application Timeline
Senior Year
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AUGJULJUNMAYAPRMARFEBJANDECNOVOCTSEP

Know which schools 
you want to apply to 

Early decision 
deadlines approach.  

Regular decision 
deadlines approach. 

Acceptance 
deadline: 5/1. Get ready for 

college! 

Work on college 
applications. 

Work on / submit 
college applications. 

Apply for 2 
year/tech schools.

Graduation! Moving day / 
begin college in 
August or 
September. 



Common App, 
Community/Tech College App, 
or Institution-Specific
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Common App 

• Platform for 4 year college applications
• Some schools use this, some don’t
• Makes it easier for you to apply to multiple 

schools
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https://apply.commonapp.org/dashboard


Community/Tech College 
App

• One platform for all 2 year/teach schools in WA
• 20-30 minutes to complete
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https://apply.ctc.edu/user
https://apply.ctc.edu/user


Institution-Specific Apps
• Apply directly on a school’s website
• May take less time that the Common App if you are only applying to one 

school
• Some schools are not on the Common App, this would be your only option
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Guaranteed 
Admission Program 
● Schools that participate

○ Central Washington University

○ Eastern Washington University

○ The Evergreen State College

○ Washington State University

○ Western Washington University 

○ University of Washington, Tacoma

● 3.0 GPA
● CADR courses must be met
● You still fill out the regular application
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Automatic
Admission Program 
● Schools that participate

○ Pacific Lutheran University

● 3.3 GPA
● Integrated 3 (Algebra 2) 
● CADR courses must be met
● You DO NOT fill out the regular application
● Consent form from the CCC in September
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CADR Requirements

• 4 Year colleges require you to have 
completed certain classes in high school
○ 4 credits English
○ 3 credits Math (up through Algebra 2)
○ 3 credits Science 
○ 3 credits Social Studies
○ 1 credit Art
○ 2 credits World Language

• Math required senior year if you have not already 
taken pre-calc or higher
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College Academic Distribution Requirements 
Look familiar??



What Colleges Look At 

Academic Profile

• Transcripts

• SAT/ACT

• Class rank

• Senior year courses / rigor

• Grades (GPA) from grades 9-11
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Personal Profile

• Essays

• Recommendations 

• Resume
○ Extracurricular activities
○ Honors and awards
○ Travel

• Site visit

• Interview 

○ Work experience
○ Community service
○ Hobbies
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● Take rigorous classes
● Build a solid GPA
● Develop strong work habits
● Be involved in extracurricular 

activities
● Take on leadership roles
● Explore interests
● Volunteer
● Study for SAT/ACT + take exams 

A Strong 
Senior Year



Search for Schools
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● Think About:
○ Private or Public
○ Location
○ Majors
○ Acceptance data
○ Extracurriculars 

● CCC Website
○ College Search Options

Make a list 

https://www.sjisd.wednet.edu/Page/2230


Campus Visits
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● Sign up for scheduled tours

● Attend information sessions

● Have prepared questions

● Visit with an admissions counselor

● Visit with a department 

● Sit in on a class

● Visit with a coach

● Ask students questions

● Keep notes/pick up a 
brochure/newspaper

● Have lunch on campus

Consider:
What do you like/dislike about the campus?

What are the students like?

Do you see yourself fitting in with this student 
body?
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Resources for Help
● Family Resource Center First Generation Mentoring Program

○ Contact Jennifer Allen at jallen@jlsfrc.org

● How to Be a Senior Google Classroom
○ Made by the FHHS National Honor Society

○ Join code q3yrpe5

● FHHS Counseling Center Website
○ College Process

● Your school counselor, Hailey!

● Ms. Saarie’s essay writing workshop in the summer

mailto:jallen@jlsfrc.org
https://www.sjisd.wednet.edu/Page/118
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What To Do Now
● Narrow down career interests

○ Internships, job shadows, ride alongs, YouScience
● Explore programs / make a list of schools

○ College Search Options
○ Visit Campuses

● Take the SAT/ACT in the spring
● Focus on your grades this year
● Spend time on your activities

○ Take on leadership roles
● Foster relationships with teachers who can write you recommendations

https://www.sjisd.wednet.edu/Page/2230


Paying For 
Post-High School 
Education

01



I will understand my 
options for paying 
for college and how 
to apply for financial 
aid.



What we’re going to talk 
about
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• Financial Aid
○ What are the options?

• Scholarships
○ Local Scholarships

○ SJI Service Scholarship

○ School-Specific scholarships

○ State Scholarships

■ College Bound

○ National Scholarships

• FAFSA / WASFA

• CSS Profile

• How You Get Aid 
○ Financial Aid Packages



Types of Financial Aid

Gift Aid
● Scholarships (local, 

college, other)
● Scholarship Search 

Options
● Grants 
● Do not have to be 

paid back

Work-Study
● Earn while you learn

Loans
● Have to be paid back 

(with interest)
● Offered with financial 

aid package, through 
your college’s 
Financial Aid Office

● Private or Federal  
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https://www.sjisd.wednet.edu/Page/146
https://www.sjisd.wednet.edu/Page/146
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Local Scholarships
● Spring of senior year
● FHHS Common Scholarship App 
● Due in April
● Announced at graduation
● Best chances of getting a scholarship!! 

https://drive.google.com/drive/u/2/my-drive
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cABnVRbSiC-BeKr7L0S7LrP7Q_qgDUcL/edit
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San Juan Island Service 
Scholarship
● 80 hours of community service = $1000

○ 3 hours have to be for SJISS
● Must volunteer for at least 3 non-profits/community organizations on SJI
● Register on their website
● Mobileserve App for signing up for opportunities & tracking hours

https://www.sjiservicescholarship.org/
https://www.sjiservicescholarship.org/
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School-Specific 
Scholarships
● WWU example -> Financial Aid Office 
● Sometimes your admission application automatically 

applies you for scholarships, but not always 
● Call or email the financial aid office
● Deadlines are different than admission deadlines

https://www.wwu.edu/
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State Scholarships
● Scholarship Search Options on CCC Website

● I recommend WashBoard.org

● College Bound Scholarship = FULL TUITION for public schools in WA!!!

● Only WA State residents apply = better chances for you! 

https://www.sjisd.wednet.edu/Page/146
https://washboard.wsac.wa.gov/Seeker/
https://wsac.wa.gov/college-bound
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College Bound Scholarship
● Based on income eligibility

● Had to have signed up in 
middle school

● Full tuition for public 
schools in WA for 4 years
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National / International 
Scholarships
● Scholarship Search Options on CCC Website

● Hardest to get (more people apply)

https://www.sjisd.wednet.edu/Page/146
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Filling Out the FAFSA / 
WASFA
● This is how you get loans / federal and state grants
● Usually opens October 1 every year, December 1 in recent years
● Do it every year that you need financial aid
● Some scholarships require you to have done your FAFSA
● Possible grants/work study/scholarships (first come first served)
● Student Loan Education Site

https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://wsac.wa.gov/wasfa
https://www.studentloaned.wa.gov/?utm_campaign=Student-Family-Messaging&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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FAFSA Cont. 
● Based on prior-prior year’s taxes 

● Uses IRS Data

● FAFSA determines Student Aid Index (SAI)

● Lower income = better chance of gift aid

● Most everyone qualifies for loans

○ Subsidized: US Dept. of Ed. pays interest while in school

○ Unsubsidized: You pay interest while in school 

● Every college has their own deadline for FAFSA completion
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CSS Profile (College 
Scholarship Service) 
● Through College Board
● Non-federal aid
● Considers income and expenses
● Required at many private colleges and some public 
● Completed in the fall
● Every college has their own deadline for completion



Apply for federal 

aid (FAFSA)

Or the WASFA, and 

maybe the CSS profile if 

your school requires it. 

Apply to your 

school’s 

scholarships

This may or may not be 

part of your regular 

admission application

Local/other 

scholarships are 

applied after

These can help pay off 

your remaining balance. 

Get your financial 

aid package

You will get this after 

you have been admitted. 

It will show what loans, 

scholarships, etc. you 

are offered.

How You Get Aid
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Financial Aid Package Example
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Financial Aid Timeline
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AUGJULJUNMAYAPRMARFEBJANDECNOVOCTSEP

Apply to 4 year schools

Local scholarship 
applications open. 
Work on scholarship 
applications. 

Complete the FAFSA or 
WASFA

Complete the CSS Profile

 

Local scholarship 
applications due. 

Apply for 
regional/state/national 
scholarships as needed. 

Graduation! Local 
scholarships awarded. 

Money is sent to your college. 

Decision Day is 5/1 
for 4 year colleges

Admission acceptance letters 
arrive. 

Financial Aid Packages available. 

Consider all your offers. 



Online research

Search for colleges 

online 

Visit Colleges

Visit schools you are 

interested in 

Apply for Financial 

Aid 

FAFSA/CSSP 

October/December of 

senior year and 

community scholarships 

in the spring

Apply 

In the fall of senior year

Action Items In a Nutshell

37



38

What To Do Now
● Narrow down career interests

○ Internships, job shadows, ride alongs, YouScience
● Explore programs / make a list of schools

○ College Search Options
○ Visit Campuses

● Take the SAT/ACT in the spring
● Focus on your grades this year
● Spend time on your activities

○ Take on leadership roles
● Foster relationships with teachers who can write you recommendations

https://www.sjisd.wednet.edu/Page/2230
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Resources for Help
● Family Resource Center First Generation Mentoring Program

○ Contact Jennifer Allen at jallen@jlsfrc.org

● How to Be a Senior Google Classroom
○ Made by the FHHS National Honor Society

○ Join code q3yrpe5

● FHHS Counseling Center Website
○ College Process

● Your school counselor, Hailey!

● Ms. Saarie’s essay writing workshop in the summer

mailto:jallen@jlsfrc.org
https://www.sjisd.wednet.edu/Page/118


Thank you!
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