When to Use Commas
1. In a “series”  (a list) 


I like to watch movies, television, DVD’s, and my neighbor’s dog.

2. Between city and state in an address


Friday Harbor, Washington

3. Between day, month, and year.


Tuesday, January 5, 2006

4. Before and after quotations.


Mr. McMain said, “I like cookies.”


“I like cookies,” said Mr. McMain

5. To identify an appositive. (an appositive clarifies the identity of a noun)

John, the president of the company, was late for school.

6.  After and introductory word or prepositional phrase.


Well, I just didn’t see the truck coming down the street!


After all, it was very dark outside.


After the ball game, the kids walked home.
Finally, the coach let us all go home.

7.  To stop and clarify something.


My friend, whom you have never met, is coming to visit very soon.

A long time ago, about 100 years to be exact, most kids didn’t graduate from high school.
8.  After the greeting and closing of a letter.


Dear Mr. Mudd,


Sincerely,

9. When you mention someone’s name.


My fried, Bobby, is coming to visit.

10. To separate independent clauses of a compound sentence. (Independent clause could be their own sentences all on their own if you took away the conjunction that separates them.)

I walked to the store, but I forgot to bring my money.
Note: 

Here is an example of an independent clause joined to a dependent clause. Notice that you don’t need a comma in front of the conjunction.


I went to the store and remembered to buy eggs. (The clause, remembered to buy eggs, is not a complete sentence.  It’s a dependent clause.)
Here is a similar sentence, but now the conjunction separates two independent clauses. Therefore, a comma is needed in front of the conjunction.


I went to the store, and I remembered to buy eggs.
