Friday Harbor High School                
Pre-Calculus Syllabus 2017-18                         
Teacher: Mrs. Spaulding    Room 305
bspaulding@sjisd.wednet.edu
Please take the time to thoroughly read this syllabus.  

Summary of Course:  This course will involve all of the major areas of mathematics.   The algebra and geometry you have studied in previous years will be applied to the integrated study of functions and trigonometry.  We will be using TI-84 Plus graphing calculators.   Emphasis is placed on the ability to problem solve along with explaining and supporting solutions both verbally and in writing. You will work both in collaborative groups and individually.  Expectations are high regarding your effort and the quality of work presented or submitted.

Major Essential Learnings:

1.  To understand and apply the concepts and procedures of mathematics including number sense, measurement, geometry, probability, statistics, and algebra.

2.  To use mathematics to define and solve problems by searching for patterns, formulating questions, defining problems and constructing solutions.

3.  To use mathematical reasoning to analyze information, predict results, make inferences, draw conclusions and verify results.

4.  To communicate knowledge and understanding in both everyday and mathematical language by gathering, organizing, interpreting, representing and sharing information.

5.  To understand how mathematical ideas connect to other subject areas, and to real-life situations.
Units of Study will include:
1. Solving Equations & Inequalities






 
2. Twelve Basic Functions


3. Graphical Transformations



4. Fundamental Theorem of Algebra



 
5. Analytic Trigonometry

Textbook:

Precalculus-Graphical, Numerical, Algebraic, Pearson, 2011.

Grading Policy:

· Classwork/Homework - Work will be graded on completion and detail.  Though correctness is important, you will not lose points for an incorrect answer which shows sufficient work.  You should attempt all problems and learn from your errors as we review these assignments together.  All work is to be done in a spiral bound notebook, or within a special section of a three ring binder.  Work should be done in pencil.  Work missed as a result of an absence will follow the policy outlined in the FHHS Student Handbook on p.30.  Homework assignments will be listed on the chart at the front of the room for students to check for work missed.  Homework = 30% of overall grade
· Participation/Endeavor –This grade is based on work habits, ability to complete tasks in a timely fashion, focus, attitude, effort, and readiness to participate.  You are required to arrive on time to class prepared with all required materials/supplies.  You need to be present in class on a daily basis and participate in class to be successful.  Participation/Endeavor = 20% of overall grade
· Assessments - You will be graded on the correctness of answers along with showing all necessary work or explanations.  Tests will usually occur mid-way and at the end of each major unit.  Since each chapter builds on previous knowledge, it is important that you look at any mistakes you may have and understand how to solve the problems correctly.  It is important that you prepare for each test and quiz in advance.  Assessments = 50% of overall grade
· No extra credit is given, but there are opportunities for bonus points along the way! 

School-wide Grading Scale is given in the handbook on page 15.

Required Student Supplies:

· A graphing calculator: TI-84 (recommend Plus Silver Ed.),  or one similar is required .
· A spiral bound or composition book exclusively for homework and class notes in math
· A section within a three ring binder or a folder to organize handouts, quizzes, tests, projects, etc. 

· Pencils, erasers

· Textbook (provided)   
Extra Help:


I encourage you to have a “study buddy(s)” to work on problems together.  If you are having problems with a homework assignment or concepts presented in class, I encourage you to see me for extra help as soon as possible or check out Khan Academy online.  You may seek extra help during class, or after school.  If possible let me know ahead of time when you plan to come in for extra help. I encourage you to ask questions as they arise.
Extra Credit:

No extra credit is given.  Grades reflect student performance.

Making up Tests & Assignments due to an Absence:


Tests or Quizzes missed due to an absence will follow the policy outlined in the FHHS Student Handbook. You are responsible for finding out what you have missed following an absence.  You may check the chart at the front of the room, call a friend, or email me.
____________________________________   _____________________________________

